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known and a long-time family friend, Tutt
Bradford.

Tutt served as publisher of The Daily Times
in Maryville, Tennessee, from 1955 until 1985.
He was a highly respected voice for Blount
County and an advocate for its residents
throughout those three decades and continues
to contribute to the paper’s opinion pages on
a regular basis.

Tutt’'s peers long ago recognized him as
one of East Tennessee’s greatest journalists.
They rewarded him with a coveted spot on the
Southern Newspaper Publishers Association
Board from 1968 until 1970 and then elevated
him to President of the Tennessee Press As-
sociation in 1974.

In addition to tremendous achievements in
the field of journalism, Tutt can also claim
many accomplishments within his community.
Among other endeavors, he has served on the
boards of countless charitable organizations,
promoted higher education, and worked to im-
prove the quality of life among all East Ten-
nesseans.

Tutt’s contributions to his community have
been recognized on numerous occasions. The
United Way of Blount County recently named
its endowment program in his honor, and he
is a past recipient of the University of Ten-
nessee’s Volunteer of the Year Award. The
National Society of Fund-Raising Executives
even named Tutt its Outstanding Philan-
thropist of the Year in 1991.

The complete list of Tutt's awards could fill
several pages in the RECORD, so | will not at-
tempt to list them all. Needless to say, how-
ever, he is a man of strong character and
great compassion who represents the values
of Blount County remarkably well.

The East Tennessee Chapter of the Society
of Professional Journalists will pay tribute to
Tutt June 18 when he serves as the honoree
at this year's Front Page Follies. The annual
event provides funding for communications
scholarships by inviting local elected officials,
journalists, and other community leaders to
roast a guest of honor.

| would like to call the attention of my col-
leagues and other readers of the RECORD to a
recent Daily Times article regarding the 2005
Front Page Follies and a true Blount County
treasure, Tutt Bradford.

JOURNALISTS TO HONOR BRADFORD
[From the Daily Times, Feb. 16, 2005]

The 2005 Front Page Follies will honor
Tutt Bradford, retired publisher of The Daily
Times and a community leader who led and
supported many causes in the area.

Bradford was publisher of The Daily Times
from 1955 to 1985. Prior to that, he was pub-
lisher of the Bristol (Va.) Herald-Courier and
the Cleveland Daily Banner. He was a mem-
ber of the Southern Newspaper Publishers
Association Board from 1968 to 1970 and was
president of the Tennessee Press Association
in 1974.

‘“The East Tennessee Chapter of the Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists is very proud
to honor Tutt Bradford for his many accom-
plishments in the field of journalism,” said
Chapter President Dorothy Bowles. ‘‘Equally
impressive is the dedicated service that Tutt
has given and continues to give to Ten-
nesseans.”

Bradford was a member of the University
of Tennessee Development Council from 1980
to 1983 and served on the board of Maryville
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College from 1974 to 1979 and from 1981 to
2003.

He served on the boards of the Knoxville
Symphony Orchestra, Knoxville Museum of
Art, Thompson Cancer Survival Center,
Lakeshore Mental Hospital, the Tennessee
Technology Foundation, the Boys Club
Foundation, the Blount Hearing and Speech
Foundation, and the Blount Library Founda-
tion. He was president of the Blount County
Industrial Development Board from 1970 to
1972.

Bradford has received many honors and
awards. He was recipient of the Distin-
guished Service Award of the Bristol Junior
Chamber of Commerce, and he received the
Sequoyah Literacy Award from the Ten-
nessee Historical Commission. Junior
Achievement named him to the East Ten-
nessee Business Hall of Fame in 1990. In 1994,
the University of Tennessee named him Vol-
unteer of the Year.

The National Society of Fund-Raising Ex-
ecutives named Bradford Outstanding Phi-
lanthropist of the Year in 1991. He was presi-
dent of the Blount County Chamber of Com-
merce in 1960 and president of the Kiwanis
Club in Maryville in 1967.

The Follies are scheduled for 6 p.m., Satur-
day, June 18, at the Knoxville Convention
Center.

The annual roast of newsmakers is spon-
sored by the East Tennessee Chapter of the
Society of Professional Journalists and
raises funds for communications scholar-
ships at the University of Tennessee-Knox-
ville and Pellissippi State Technical Commu-
nity College.

This year’s skits and songs will feature
Vols football coach Phillip Fulmer in ‘“The
People’s Court,” state Sen. Tim Burchett
and his ‘‘shadow,” ‘‘Hysteric Preservation”
highlighting Cherokee Country Club, and a
legal battle royal with Knox County Mayor
Mike Ragsdale, Sheriff Tim Hutchison, and
Commissioner Wanda Moody.

Local TV anchors and meteorologists will
add their special brand of fun to the event.

———

HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
FIREFIGHTER NEIL LARIBEE

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the lifelong dedication
of Firefighter Neil Laribee, who after 52 years
of service has retired from the Southington
Volunteer Fire Department.

The son of a fireman, Neil Laribee first vol-
unteered to fight fire for the town of South-
ington in 1952. A dedicated public servant,
Neil has protected the Southington community
for over fifty faithful years. Known around the
Plantsville Engine Company #2 firehouse as
“Deke,” he has been instrumental in shaping
the Department throughout the years. Neil has
been a loyal friend and source of fire and res-
cue information to both new and veteran fire-
man at Company #2. As one of Southington’s
most experienced firefighters, he has held
leadership positions including Company Sec-
retary and a Company Trustee. Neil Laribee
has spent his life protecting lives and serving
his community and his presence in the South-
ington Volunteer Fire Department will be cer-
tainly missed.
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Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me today to recognize the lifelong dedication
of Fireman Neil Laribee and thank him for his
years of service to the town of Southington.

TRIBUTE TO FRANK COLLINS
HON. DON SHERWOOD

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, my prede-
cessor in Congress, former Representative Jo-
seph M. McDade, who served in the House for
36 years, has informed me of the passing on
February 18 of Frank Collins, a prominent at-
torney from Ardmore, Pennsylvania, and
former Scranton native.

Mr. Collins graduated in 1948 from Scranton
Preparatory School, where he was a class-
mate of Congressman McDade. Collins at-
tended St. Francis College and graduated in
1952 from the University of Scranton. He later
received his Jurist Doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania in 1955.

Collins worked for several banks during his
distinguished legal career and most recently
worked at the law firm of Collins, Johnson and
Markey in Media, Pennsylvania. He is survived
by his wife of 48 years, Katharine, and seven
children and six grandchildren.

Those who knew Collins best pay high trib-
ute to his intellect, integrity and character.
Congressman McDade said of Collins, “His
life is a testament to the joy of intellectual pur-
suit and the use of the Socratic method to at-
tain dependable decisions. Our heartfelt sym-
pathy goes to his lovely wife, Katie, and their
children.”

In a moving and eloquent memorial deliv-
ered by a fellow attorney and close personal
friend, Henry B. FitzPatrick, Collins was re-
membered for his many friendships, sense of
humor, athletic achievements in basketball
and golf, enduring and loving marriage, and
professional and personal integrity.

“Frank Collins chose to be a lawyer,”
FitzPatrick eulogized. “It doesn’t take long
until that profession separates the upright from
the rest. It asks questions which can only be
answered by those who are serious about
being honest, those who can interrogate the
depth of their soul to see if there is further will
to be summoned for the finding of the right an-
swer. Frank had that quality of honesty—oth-
erwise he would not have had the trust, as he
did, of his clients and fellow lawyers.

“But, we all know that professional honesty
might not accompany a person home. The
fearlessly scrupulous judge or lawyer might
with wife or husband be disingenuous and de-
ceitful; few of us are honest all of the time;
Frank Collins was one of that few. He was un-
able to put a knife in the crack between the
levels of integrity demanded of him in his per-
sonal and professional lives. For there was no
crack, but only the seamless cloth of honesty.”

Those are high words of praise for a truly
remarkable individual. | want to thank Con-
gressman McDade for bringing the exemplary
life on Frank Collins to my attention so that |
could bring it to the attention of my col-
leagues.
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IN MEMORY OF LANCE CPL.
NAZARIO SERRANO, USMC

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the memory of Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano,
USMC who was killed by enemy action on
January 30 in Anbar province, Irag. He was
killed as a result of being struck in the chest
by small-arms fire.

Lance Cpl. Serrano, 20, from Irving, Texas
was expected to return home from Iraq in only
two weeks to meet his newly born son Landon
Heath and marry his highschool sweetheart,
Amanda Story. Serrano had never seen his
son, but only saw pictures of his new son by
e-mail. | grieve with the Serrano friends and
family over their loss. He gave the ultimate
sacrifice to his country and the United States
Marine Corps.

Lance Cpl. Serrano was a 2003 graduate of
Irving High School, which is also where his
two surviving brothers, Javier and Daniel, now
attend. Previously, he attended Austin Middle
School in Irving, and enjoyed basketball, hunt-
ing, and riding his motorcycle. May God bless
the memory of Lance Cpl. Serrano and com-
fort his family during this difficult time. | will be
keeping his memory, and his family in my
thoughts and prayers.

———

BASKETBALL CATAMOUNTS—
STANDOUTS ON THE COURT AND
IN THE CLASSROOM

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, like all of us
who live in Vermont, and many millions across
the nation, | was thrilled when the underdog
Catamounts of the University of Vermont de-
feated Syracuse in the opening round of the
2005 NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament.
Syracuse was a national power; the nucleus of
its team won the national championship two
years earlier. lts players were accomplished,
well-coached and a credit to college basket-
ball.

But the University of Vermont team rose to
the challenge, coming from behind in the final
minutes of both regulation play and overtime.
Led by the greatest basketball player to come
out of Vermont, Taylor Coppenrath of West
Barnet, Vermont the Catamounts showed how
teamwork and a tenacious defense could ele-
vate a team to national prominence. During
the regular season Coppenrath was the sec-
ond leading Division | scorer in the nation with
25.7 points per game, and for the third straight
year he was the player of the year in the
America East conference. He was joined on
the team by T. J. Sorrentine, a sharp-shooting
point guard (fifth in the nation with 3.6 three-
point field goals per game) whose passion and
precision shooting define the Catamounts. He
too has been an America East player of the
year and has three first-team selections to his
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credit. The international contingent made up of
Germain Mopa Njila of Cameroon, whose ca-
reer scoring high of 20 points on 9 of 10
shooting was the mainstay of the Catamount
offense against Syracuse; Martin Klimes of the
Czech Republic, whose smothering defense
held All-American Hakim Warrick in check,
and Canadian David Hehn, who selflessly
threw himself into the Cats’ tight defense and
patient and exceptionally effective passing
game.

It was talent and tenacity. All five Vermont
starters played at least 40 minutes, and
Klimes and Coppenrath never had a rest on
the bench at all. The Catamounts stuck with a
game plan devised by Coach Tom Brennan
and Associate Head Coach Jesse Agel, which
called for ball control, constant passing and
careful work against Syracuse’s famed 2-3
zone until a shot opened up.

No one should be surprised that they show
poised intelligence on the hardwood. The
UVM basketball team had a 3.09 grade point
average (GPA) for the fall semester. The start-
ing five has a cumulative GPA, including all
the courses the players have taken in their
time at UVM, above 3.0. This is an exception-
ally high and rare statistic for basketball teams
that play at the highest level, some of which
graduate less than half their teams members.
Martin Klimes, majoring in business, has a
3.82 GPA, one of the highest averages in his
entire college. Geramin Mopa Njila, a com-
puter science and information systems major,
has a GPA of 3.21. Sociology major T.J.
Sorrentine averages 2.75, while David Hehn
has a stellar 3.57 GPA in business. Wooden
Award finalist Taylor Coppenrath averaged
2.80 in secondary education and competed at
the elite level in basketball, while student
teaching in the math department at Colchester
High School.

Their academic performance is exceptional
for UVM athletes. The state university is as
dedicated to graduating student athletes as it
is to fielding fine teams (its men’s hockey
team recently played in the ECAC Final Four,
and its ski team was second in the nation at
the NCAA national championships). The over-
all GPA for student athletes is 3.08, which is
higher than the GPA for the student body as
a whole.

The Catamounts captured the attention and
the heart of the entire nation. To the wonder-
ful, inspired members of that team, and their
dedicated coaches, the state of Vermont
sends its salutations. Perhaps no one can say
it better than their retiring coach, Tom Bren-
nan, who said these words after losing to
Michigan State in the second round, “We can’t
thank everyone enough on what the support
has meant to us. We gave more back than
what we took and what we did this weekend
was the thrill of a lifetime. It was the greatest
ride that | could ever, ever have had. You
know you’re in a very special place when your
realities outweigh your dreams. And that’s
where | am.” For all of us in Vermont, for one
special night, reality did outweigh dreams.
Thanks, Catamounts.
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CONGRATULATING RABBI MERLE
E. SINGER ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ROBERT WEXLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, | am both hon-
ored and privileged to congratulate Rabbi
Merle E. Singer on the occasion of his retire-
ment.

Rabbi Singer has been at Temple Beth El of
Boca Raton for 26 years. Before that, he
served at Beth Or in Philadelphia and Temple
Sinai in Washington, D.C. He has a Bachelors
of Arts in Sociology from the University of Cin-
cinnati, and a Master of Arts in Hebrew Letters
from the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion. Rabbi Singer was ordained as
a Reform Rabbi in June 1966.

Rabbi Singer is one of the warmest, most
charitable and caring people | know. | have
personally seen the extraordinary kindness,
determination and virtue that Rabbi Singer
demonstrates everyday in all aspects of his
life. As those of us privileged to know him can
attest, Rabbi Singer is deeply devoted to his
family, congregants and community. For the
past 26 years he has been a religious guide
and educator to his congregants serving them
in every aspect of synagogue life. Under his
leadership, Temple Beth El has grown to be
one of the largest Reform synagogues, where
the congregation maintains an unwavering
commitment to Jewish values and the impor-
tance of a Jewish identity.

Beyond the synagogue, Rabbi Singer is one
of the most respected people in the commu-
nity, promoting the highest form of tzedakah
by bringing people of different faiths together
to help those who need it most. He has start-
ed programs like Shared Care, which con-
nects impaired seniors with members in the
community—and in the process has become a
true community leader. His civic involvement
in everything from the United Way to the Boca
Raton Community Hospital, exemplifies the
principle of tikkun olam. Rabbi Singer's legacy
in South Florida already extends far beyond
Temple Beth El and will endure for many
years.

| wish Rabbi Singer much continued suc-
cess and good health.

——

HONORING JANICE GRUENDEL AS
SHE IS RECOGNIZED BY THE
ACES EDUCATION FOUNDATION

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 5, 2005

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to join the ACES
Education Foundation as they recognize the
outstanding contributions of a dedicated mem-
ber of our community and my good friend, Dr.
Janice Gruendel. Janice has spent a lifetime
working with children, focusing much of her
time and effort on early childhood education.

A psychologist by training, Janice has dedi-
cated her professional career to improving the
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